Yor 


You Oughta be 
in Pictures! 

A multi-media production company 
is requesting al) information on 
upcoming yo-yo events, which it will 
videotape to “create prograns for 
different markets that fit the needs 
of individual sponsors,” according to 
company spokesperson Tucker Willians. 
“We would like to become the media 
center for such footage and programs 
relating to yo-yos. 

“We are aiming for an audience 
fore general in nature as opposed to 
the yo-yo community itself. We hope to 
‘reintroduce’ the yo-yo and the yo-yo 
community to the public at large. Our 
time table is to shoot this summer and 
release a video before Christmas. We 
will be looking for a‘sponsor and any 
other ideas you might have.” 

Additional sponsors and interested 
parties (with appropriate contact 
names) are asked to contact Williams 
at twilliams@northcountry.con 


Documentary Video 

Leonard Swann, president of 
Sirocco Productions, Suite 101, 5660 
East Virginia Beach Blvd., Norfolk, VA 
23502, 757-461-8987, needs historical 
filn footage of the yo-yo for an 
educational documentary video he is 
preparing for the Strong Museun, 
Rochester, N.Y. 


And Television, Too 

A Canadian television producer is 
trying to find a club or organization 
in the Toronto, Canada area. “I an 
looking for youngsters who know how to 
use a yo-yo for a project that 1 am 
doing,” writes producer Al Wylie. 

If you know of a contact in Canada 
that might be helpful in Wylie’s 
project, contact Al Wylie on-line at 
hotprop@rogers .wave.ca. 


CONTESTS 

Upcoming yo-yo contests are listed 
in chronological order. 

PRIWM, NV -- The fifth annual 
World Yo-Yo Championships will be held 
at the International Jugglers 
Association (IJA) festival in Prinn, 
Nev., on TUESDAY, July 14, 8 am to } 
pm. Festival dates are July 12 to 16, 
at the Prinadonna Hotel in Prima, 
Nev., 30 minutes south of the Las 
Vegas airport. The yo-yo contest will 
be held at Whiskey Pete’s Hotel, which 
is connected by monorail to the 
Primadonna Hotel. For contest 
details, contact Dale Cliver, 650/871- 
4197. For details on the IJA and the 
conference, contact Richard Dingman at 
413/367-2401. CORRECTION: Contrary 
to what we wrote previously, Dale 
said, “It is not necessary to join the 
IJA to enter the contest because it is 
held in a different location--at 
Whiskey Pete’s Showroom [across the 
street]." NOTE: No novice division 
and no age brackets. (1) Advanced, 
(2) one-handed championship (with 3- 
minute freestyle) and (3) two-handed 
championship (with 3-min. freestyle). 

LAKE ANGELUS, WI -- The Champion 
Spinners Yo-Yo Classic competition, 
will be held fron 1 to 6 p.m. on 
Sunday, July 19, at the WcWath-Hulbert 
Solar Observatory, 895 Lake Angelus 
Rd., Lake Angelus, UI 48326, hosted by 
the Observatory and Cheapion Spinners 
Yo-Yo Club. The event will have 8 
Novice Division (ages 11 and under), 
an Advanced Division (a!] ages), 
Championship Division (211 ages) and 
Freestyle Division {all ages). Prizes 
and trophies will be awarded in all 
age divisions. The event is sponsored 
by Playmaxx and Ur. Muffler, hosted by 
the Wc Wath-Hulbert Solar Observatory, 
and is AYYA-sanctioned. $3.00 
admission fee. For information, call 
Dennis Grzesiak at 248/335-4791 or e- 
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(Washington, D.C., 
PHONE NUMBER: 


. Championships. 


$3.00 

P.O. Box 1519 
Herndon, VA 20172 
suburbs ) 
703-715-6187 


A World of Fun on a String for Children of All Ages vol. 11, No. 2, Summer 1998 
enema 


nail momathob@rust .net. 

CANCELLED: Blairsden, CA -- The 
“First Fun For Fund’ AYYA Golf and 
Yo-Yo Tournament’ originally scheduled 
for Aug. 21-22, in Blairsden, CA, has 
been cancelled. 

GREENLAND, N.H. -- The Fourth 
Annual New England Yolympics will be 
held Saturday, Aug. 22, at the 
Veterans Center in Greenland, W.H., 
near Portsmouth, R.H. The event is 
open to anyone, from anywhere. For 
further details and a copy of the 
unique rules, contact 8i1l Alton, 
editor of the newsletter Noble Disk, 
132 #1 Middle St., Portsmouth, NH 
03801, 603/427-2473, Email: 


“nobledisk@cybertours.com. 


CHICO, CA -- On Saturday, Oct. 3, 
for the fifth year in a row, Chico, 
Calif., will be the site of the 
nation’s largest yo-yo contest, the 
5th Annual National Yo-Yo 
In the past, this 
contest has attracted players fron all 
over the world. Transaxles will be 
permitted in any category. Details: 
contact Bob Malowney at Bird in Hand 
Yo-Yos, 916/893-0545. “I’m under 
pressure to make this year & two-day 
event,” Bob told us. If expanded to 
two days, it would be held Oct 3-4. 

It may also get @ new name. “We're 
making sure that the contest keeps 
pace with the popularity of the yo- 
yo.” Chico is also the home of the 
National Yo-Yo Museum, which has just 
expanded its displays, thanks to the 
Duncan Family. 

LAS VEGAS, NY -- The International 
Jugglers Association (JA) will return 
to the Showboat Hotel in Las Vegas, 
Nev., Jan. 4-9, 1999, for its 5th 
annual winter mini-festival, which may 
include a yo-yo contest. For details 
on the IJA and conference, contact 
Richard Dingman at 413/367-2401, efter 
5 p.m. Eastern tine. 


EVENTS 

Yo-Yo Demos Set 
at DC Zany Brainy 

Zany Brainy, a chain of 
sulti-media educational superstores 
for children, will sponsor 
demonstrations of yo-yoing in July at 
the company’s 11 stores in the 
Washington, 0.C./Baltimore, Md. area. 

These appearances are scheduled, 
as follows: 

Saturday, July 25; 

Sterling, Va., tfam (Stuart and 
Jodi Crump). 

Columbia, Md., 11am (Lew Newmyer). 

Annapolis, Md., 3pm (Lew). 

Springfield, Ya, 2pm, (Dick Stohr). 

Fairfax, Ya., tlam (Marty Kaplan). 

Reston, Ya., 3pm (Stu and Jodi). 

Fairfax, Va., Fair City Wall, 
Pickett Road, 2pm (Marty). 

Dale City, Va., 2pm (Bonnie 
Watthews). 

Bailey’s Crossroads, Ya. 12 noon 
(Dick). 


Sunday, July 26: 
Gaithersburg, Md., Jpm (Bonnie). 
‘Rockville, Wd... 2pm.(Lew) 


Call your local Zany Brainy-store ce 


(in the Washington/Baltimore area) for 
further details. 


Gravenstein Fair 

John Stangle and YO-topia’s Yo-Yo 
Booth will be at the annual 
Gravenstein Apple Fair, Sebastopol, 
Calif., Aug. 15-16. Yo-yo 
demonstrations will be held each day 
at the Kids Stage and free 
instructions will take place at the 
YO-topia booth next to Willie Birds 
BBQ. For more information contact John 
Stangle at 707/542-YOYO (9696} or 
e-mail him at yotopia@yotopia.con, 


CONTESTS 
RESULTS 


With the proliferation of yo-yo 
contests as a result of the current 
boon, we have been forced--very 
reluctantly--to severely limit our 
coverage of contest results. 
Otherwise, we soon wouldn’t have room 
for anythng else! 

We know not everyone will be 


+ -in-the-dtek’ Yj; 


pleased with this decision, but we 
plan for the time being to report the 
results of only two contests--the 
World Yo-Yo Championships in Chico, 
Calif., and the National Yo-Yo 
Championships held at the IJA. 

We will post the results of other 
contests on our web site, htto:// 
members.aol.con/YoYoTine/index. html. 

So, if you're looking for the 
results of the First Bay Area Classic, 
held May 9 in Palo Alto, Calif.; the 
Third Annual California State Yo-Yo 
Championships on May 2 at Wontgomery 
Village, Santa Rosa, Calif.; or the 
Northeast International Invitational 
Yo-Yo Weet, in St. Albans, Yt., on 
June 6; check out our web site. 


NEW YO-YOS 
@ Atomic Toy Wills, 90 Lakeview 

Ave., Lowell, MA 01850, 978/441-9592, 
“manufacturer of wicked cool toys!" 
has introduced a line of yo-yos. 
These include the Rising Sun 
beginner’s yo-yo, which lights up 
(suggested retail price, $6): the 
plastic-rubber hybrid, transaxle 
Generation Yo-Yo (SRP $10); the glow- 


‘design as the Generation-Yo except 
that the plastic center hub is made of 
glow-in-the-dark plastic (SRP, $10); 
the wooden, fixed-wooden-axle Granola 
Roller comes with a pure hemp string 
(SRP $12); and @ display jar 
containing 100 packets of 4 cotton yo- 
yo strings (SRP $200). 

e We recently received the 
following letter: “I manufacture an 
aluminum yo-yo with a ballbearing 
transaxle called the Cyclone. I have 
been in production for about four 
weeks,’ The letter came from Bob 
Gregovich, Star Sales Inc./Cyclone 
Yo-Yo, 816/373-8523, email: 
bagrego@aol.com 

@ Another new yo-yo company that 
recently came to our attention is the 
SuperYo Toy Co., P.O. Box 1707, 
Bothell, WA 98041-1707, web site 
address www.superyo.com, The company 
manufactures the SuperYo Cruiser, @ 
plastic, butterfly take-apart yo-yo; 
the Cruiser Yo-Yo; the SuperYo Turbo 
Tread, a plastic, take-apart shaped 
like a tire;the Turbo Tread Yo-Yo 


SuperYo SpinBoss, a plastic take-apart 
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with modular design that can be 
configured in Imperial, Butterfly, or 
Camel shape; the SpinBoss Yo-Yo: the 
SuperYo SSIJ Sonic Spin, a plastic 
take-apart with a revolutionary 
plastic ballbearing transaxle; the 
Triple Play, which can be assembled in 
three configurations (standard, 
butterfly and "flying saucer’; and the 
SSIf Sonic Spin Yo-Yo. One retail 
source for the yo-yos is Infinite 
Illusions Juggling Supplies, P.0. Box 
2580, Tallahassee, FL 32316-2584, 
904/385-6463, 800-YOYO GUY; 
http://www. yoyoguy.com. infinite@pd. net 

@ Yomega Corp., P.0. Box 4146, 
Fall River, WA 02723, 508/672-7399, 
800/338-8796, has introduced @ number 
of new models: Wing Force aluminun 
yo-yo with a roller-bearing (suggested 
retail price about $40-$50); the 
roller-bearing Metallic Wissile made 
of polished aluminum with @ protective 
rubber rin guard, available in black, 
gold, blue, mauve and purple (SRP 
about $90); rollerbearing aluminun, 
Woonstar with rubber rim and 
adjustable gap (SRP $100); the solid, 
classic-design wooden Panther with 
protective rubber rim (SRP $15). 

Check your favorite quality toy store; 
Yomega is phasing out its mail-order 
sales, 

@ Playgaxx will introduce an all- 
aluminum version of its Bumble Bee yo- 
yo that “sleeps forever,’ company 
president Tom Yan Dan Elzin has 
announced. Look for it the first of 
September. 


BOOKS 

@ A new book by Bill Alton, Care 
and Qperation of the Noble Disk, 
contains all the best from Bill's yo- 
yo newsletter, Noble Disk, Cost of 
the book is $10 plus $1 postage and 
handling ($11 total for North America: 
add $2.00 for other continents) fron 
Bill Alton, 132 #11 Middle St., 
Portsmouth, RH 03801. Email: 
nobledisk@cybertours.coa. 

« If you're into collecting yo- 
yos, latch onto a copy of the 
Collectible American Yo-Yos, 1920s- 
1970s: Historica] Reference & Value 
Guide, by Chris Cook of Spokane, Wash. 
It is available from Collector Books, 
P.0. Box 3009, Paducah, KY 42002, 


New from Yomega 


Cool Things Corp. 
Tel: 1-800-788-9221 


It's Yo-Yo Time! 


Wing Force - $50: Alumi Her-beari third edition 
ing Force uminum roller-bearing FAX: (201) 933-2660 ( ) 
Ld 
Metallic Missile - $90: Roller-bearing, by "Professor Yo-Yo 
polished aluminum protective rubber rim Looking for a variety of yo-yos? AKA Stuart Crump Jr. 
guard black, gold, blue, mauve and purple ‘Call Cool Things Corp. editor in chief 
. ; ; ‘We offer a unique selection . 
igen Pe aluminum of yo-yos to choose from including Yo-Yo Times newsletter 
OE Le, ae the new FireStar, lite-up styles REVISED! 


(with or without laser sounds), color 
changing, UFO, wire wheel, glow-in- 
the-dark and standard models. 


| Panther - $15 Solid, classic-design wooden 
protective rubber rim /; More than 350 new yo-yo tricks 
plus stories and articles 


from the world of yo. 


Ask for them at your 
favorite quality toy store 


Call today for your free catalog! 


Now available from: 
It's Yo-Yo Time! 
P.O. Box 1519-NL 


BEEBE EB ERB EER EERE EEE eee 


\ he ‘N a = a ‘ N Ss N\ 
e Herndon, VA 20172 
e ‘Due to the large amount of copy we have for our neuusietter. ©. $2395 postpaid in North 
7 Contest Results are now on-line: © . prea 
e http://members.aol.com/yoyotime/contest.htm 6 “ $2595 for other foreign orders 
C) Be sure to visit our home page: o on Satisfaction guaranteed 
6 http://uuuwu.nmia.com/~uuhistier/yytimes.Atml © or your money back! 
CC OOOECECOCOEOE CEE E ECE EECOCOOOOCOE 
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90 LAKEVIEW AVE. LOWELL MASS 978-4419592 FAX 978-4419114 
Visit our website July 1st at www.atomictoymills.com 
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(book #4849); $16.95 + $2 S&H: call 
toll-free 1-800-626-5420.] 

@ The third edition of It’s Yo-Yo 
Time! by “Professor Yo-Yo" (Stuart 
Crump Jr., editor in chief, Yo-Yo 
Tines newsletter) is now available 
fron Creative Communications Inc., 
P.O. Box 1519-S8, Herndon, VA 20172. 
This new book contains more than 350 
new yo-yo tricks as well as stories 
and articles about the world of yo. 

By mail, $23.95 postpaid in North 
Anerica; $25.95 total for other 
foreign orders. Satisfaction 
guaranteed or your money back! Or ask 
for it at your favorite yo-yo store, 
several of which are selling it at a 
discount. 

o If you're into tops, you might 
enjoy Collecting Tops and the Lost Art 
of Spinning Top Tricks, compiled and 
written by Ed Levin. Available for 
$15 from The Levins Memorabilia, P.O. 
Box 3272, Winnetka, CA 91396-3272, 
618/341-9628, e-mail 
thelevins@worldnet att.net 


TRICKS 

Send in Your Tricks 

Keep those tricks coming in. 
Please note that tricks in the 
newsletter are those that can be 
described in words without pictures. 
Well-illustrated tricks are primary 
candidates for future editions of the 
book, It's Yo-Yo Time! (See ad p.$) 

If we publish your trick, you 
receive a free 6-month extension on 
your subscription as our token way of 
saying, “Thanks for helping the yo-yo 
to continue developing as the greatest 
of all toys.° 

If your trick is used in the book, 
you’l] receive full credit and thanks 
in the book. (Note: Sending us your 
trick means that you are giving us 
permission to print it in the 
newsletter and subsequent books.) 

All tricks are described for the 


right-handed yoist. If you are 
left-handed, please adjust! 


“Shoot for 
the Walls!” 
Dan Peay 
Centerville, Utah 
danpe@nicrosoft .com 
Dan writes: 1 haven't seen this 


in a book and it can be very 
impressive. This trick is simple, but 
impressive, because it covers such a 
wide area. 

Throw the yo-yo straight out to 
your right side, just like a "Forward 


Pass,” only to the side. As the yo-yo 


returns half way, throw the yo-yo out 
to your left. Repeat this as the 
yo-yo comes back half-way. Smoothly 
extend your arm to the right and back 
to the left again. 

This can be a good transition 
trick when you wind the yo-yo by 
flipping it with your thumb or fingers 
and it doesn’t wind all the way up. 
Just fling it back across your body to 
the side and then back to the right 
side and continue to do this. 

This can be done several times and 
get the momentum to easily send the 
yo-yo back to your hand. 

The trick also has a “Bow-Tie™ 
affect as it flies to each side and 
up. It could also be celled the 
“Flying Bow Tie. 


"Fruit Loops” 

This ig a very a-peeling trick. 

In the middle of your act, pause 
and reach into your yo-yo pouch (2 
fanny pack). Pull out @ banana. 

Peel the banana about half way. 
Take a bite and chew it. 

While holding the banana in one 
hand, throw a stream of “Loop the 
Loops” with the other hand. 

At some point, comment, “This 
trick is called ‘Fruit Loops.” 

After a pause, you can add. “This 
is one of my favorite tricks and, as 
you know, Trix is for kids.” Pause. 
“Now, wasn’t that a-peeling?” 


“Kick Around 
the World" 


Tony Aiello 
Herndon, Va. 

Throw a hard “Sleeper.” Kick the 
yo-yo and send it “Around the World.” 


“Buzz Cut” 
Tony Aiello 
Herndon, Va. 

Throw a “Rock the Baby.” Wold the 
yo-yo above your head and gently touch 
the spinning yo-yo to your hair, 
walking it cross your head. Wake a 
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buzzing sound at the same time. 


“Twist the 
Baby’s Brain“ 
James H. Kok 
Grand Rapids, Wich. 
jhkok@juno.con 
Throw a “Sleeper.” Push your left 
index finger into the string about 7 
inches from the yo-yo. Thread the 
yo-yo string into the notch and pull 
it up. Grab the double string with 
your yo-yo finger and hang onto it. 
Pull the loop down and form a 
triangle “Cradle” and swing the yo-yo 
through it. Pull the loop back up and 
finish off just like a “Braintwister.” 


SMO-BROS 

If you're a fan of The Yo-Yo Wan, 
Tom Smothers, and his brother, Dick, 
here is the schedule of upcoming 
appearances by the Smothers Brothers. 
Check local listings for details. 

July 24, Chautaugua, N.Y. é 
(w/Kingston Trio} 

July 25, Beverly, Wass. 
(u/Kingston Trio) 

July 3t-Aug. 2, Oakbrook Terrace, - 


as 


Aug. 4-9, Orleans Hotel, Las 
Vegas, Nev, 

Aug. 28-31, Atlantic City 

Sept. 2, Salem, Oreg. (fair) 

Sept. 3, Oren, Utah 

Sept. 25-27, Grand Rapids, Mich., 
Symphony 

Oct. 22-25, Riverside, Laughlin, 
Nev. 
Oct. 27-Nov. 1, Orleans Hotel, Las 
Vegas, Nev. 

Nov. 13, Sarasota, Fla., Comedy 
Festival 

dan. 2¢-Feb. 8, Tom at Pebble 
Beach Golf Tournament 

May 5, Columbia, Wd. 

Way 7-9, Omaha, Keb. symphony. 


LETTERS 

We welcome your letters to the 
editor, articles, new tricks, etc. 
Please include your phone number so we 
can get back to you if we have 
questions, as well as your mailing 
address so we can send you a copy of 
the newsletter. If.you have e-mail, 
send your letters to yoyot ime@aol.com. 


seneoaeseesessescaseneeaseeeesene 


Yo-Yo Times New Phone #: 
703-715-6187 


Seeeovoeresesesreseseoevesnseseseeecesa 


WAKING UP TO THE SLEEP MAC 


fy inteTesting to Watch peupae » teaction tog 
SLEEP MACHINE or ROLLFR WOODY - « 
especially Lids and eats. It uoks bhe a regutir 
Wooden Yo-vo. but how does i spine 
Jong? The seutat is a precision bull bearing anle f 
and a unique adjustable string pegs alkasing 
Yo-Yo tune-ups. Tou Techy" foe sme 13 or 
6 Were retumed, the reward fur the tec of 
us is the mugic healing qualities uf bung 
spinning wood. In. plastic ape. tadcny and 
watching 4 Skeep Macune spin. is a calming and 
centeing experience. Othets ate chanted tuo. They'ty 
great for meeting people. Bex of aL af a moments notice, 
these punticulir votes connect me to that past of myself which 
also spins and dances . 


HINE 


e@oeseceoe 


Everyone is ordering them: Yo-Yo 
Display Case. Display - Organize - Protect 
$10cea + S&H. 4 or more ONLY $7.95 + S&IL. 
Visa/MC accepted. Made of revolutionary clear, 
flexible plastic. With lid snapped on will protect 
from dust, damage and thefl. Wall mount or lock 


together when stacked. Dealer inquiries welcome. 

LSASE Dept YT1, Collectors Display Case Co., 

RT2 Box 73, Freemont, NE 68025 
(402/721-4765). 


Visit die American Yo-Yo 
Association on-line! 


http://ayya.pd.net se ceeeceeeecccereccscseceserons BI ca Sano 
Or utite for information on joining: + Steep Machine — Butterrvy STVLE........... $50.00 
AYYA, 627 163rd St. S., : ROLLER Wooor— CLassic STYLE... $50.00 Poste + 
Spanaway, WA 98387 < Name PHONE 
& A ° ADORESS 


1 Sait At Aa OSE TES EMRE scence |e ° Cry, State, Ze Es 


: VisMC ExeDare 


Dave's Wonderf ul World ‘of Yo-Yos ; + Tou Kus Yo-Yos Lto., Prone Oncers: : 
The Favorite Spot of Yo-Yo Enthusiasts on the : Box 276, Arcane, NY 14009 Hig ae 


internet — Collectors and Players Alike !!! 
Web Address: www.nmia.com/~whistler 


eevee e serene eeerraeeeseeeesceseeeerenensnene 


Created by David W. Hall, The Yo-Yo ee ae To YO-YO!" 
Collector “The Best Place In The World To ’ eryone on the 
1304 Manzano NE, Albuquerque, NM Wholesale and Iteteil YO-YO's, Marketing, Demos & Contests Let's put ev 
87110, (505) 268-565} John Stangle riends about 
E-mail Address : whistler@nmia.com +1997 Advanced Division Workd ORL Tel your yo-yo fi S 
Featuring: The Yo-Yo Store, new, antique he Lake Way Aes pct pase 
and collectible yo-yos; The Online Yo-Ya eee erry “eo a VOplips A rien - 


Museum; Ron Caswell's Yo-Yo image 
Gallery; The Official Yo-Yo Times Web 
Site; and more II! 


-YOYO (0806) F fern 
baa 9 642-060 Call First o~, sample copy 
Chain P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, VA 20172 
wee. VUTOFIA.com 


TERMINATOR 
New Models Now Here | 


Wow! 
ne ae 


Get Ready to Set ¥ 
New Spin Records! 


Thousands of yo-yos in stock in over $0 
| styles. Open 7 days a week. Since 1988 


TORCH Spintastics TigerShark 


Blazing rod LED lights Skill Toys, Inc. —-Butterfty* style lite cea 
Ball aaron SuperSpin - 3121 Bircn Ave. Ball-Bearing i prenigaiitag 
$19.00 Grapevine, TX 76051 pilus Speed Rings 1-800-YoYo-Guy 
Wyte (904) 365-6253 « FAX (904) 656-5625 
TORNADO Spintastic@aol.com Only $1 5.00 ! avian ta com © infin’ neepad. net 
Ball Bearing . — i) Po Box 258s « Talizhessee, FL 39376-2584 
$13.00 ) Bate oraeg Yo For It! 
TECHNIC | video $12 
Wood Axle Designs by Dale Oliver | 28 Tricks 


$7.00_ 
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Yo History 
I am just introducing my four 
sons to yo-yos. They seem enthused 
and I would like to provide then with 
sose history on the yo-yo, how the 
sport was developed and promoted, and 
what the current situation is - 
events, contests etc. 
Twas an avid yo-yoist in the late 
40s, early 50s. Then it seemed to die 
out. Now I see a resurgence, which is 
encouraging. Please help. 
Ernest Zinser 
Camp Springs, MD 
ernest .zinser@afosr.af.mil 
TERNEST: Almost all of the yo-yo 
books in print contain a history of 
the yo-yo. So do several out-of-print 
books. Check your local library.) 


Where are They? 

In the 1986 film "True Stories” 
there were two yo-yo players featured 
during a talent show. These guys 
appear to be about 15-16 years old at 
the tine. 

I watched the credits of the 
hovie, and learned that‘they were Otis 
Gray and Edward Kwan. 

Now the question is “where are’ 
they now?” and what were. the- 
circumstances of their appearance in 
the movie? 

Chuck Short 
clsyoyo@concentric.net 
[Can any of our readers help out?) 


Researching History 

I would like to congratulate you 
on your excellent newsletter. 

I am currently researching @ book 
on yo-yos and yo-yoing. To bring 
something new to the subject, I am 
emphasizing the history of the yo-yo 
in the UX, from the {8th century up to 
the current growing craze. I have 
always found your publication to be an 
invaluable tool in my research. 

Martin Burton 
“The Yo-Yo Monster” 
mart inésliderule.denon.co.uk 
[Can any readers help out?) 


Come On, Guys! 

Your double issue was the 
greatest! Good job. 

The licensed apparel should sell 
very well. I want some! 


Hearing of the new yo-yo boon 
gives me a warm fuzzy! 60 YO! 

One question: Why do I have to 
rebuild every new yo-yo to make it 
work? Come on, guys! 


Dart Johnson, “AAtom Yo" (sic) - 


P.O. Box 439 


Sweetser, IN 16987-0439 - 


169/384-7181 


i’m a Pro! 

I am a member of the AYYA. For 
the past two semesters, I've taught 
yoing at Cheltenben Township adult 
school. 

Among my students were a 76-year- 
old lady who became very good at yoing 
and a surgeon who needed to release 
some of the stress from his job. 

Others were of all age groups. 

I'm looking forward to next semester. 
I've been yoing since I was about 5 
years old and have done some jobs as a 
pro. Would you believe it, 1 got paid 
for it! 
Larry Kenetski 
2318 €. Clearfield St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19134-4443 


Yo-Yos with Dates? 

[have a friend from Australia who 
collects yo-yos. He claigs that he 
collects those made before 1990. Do 
yo-yos have dates on them? 

Could you recommend a good book 
that I could get to teach me sonething 
about yo-yo collecting? 

(Unfortunately I know nothing about 
then.) Thank you. 

Tricia Hanrahan 

2631 Bluffton Road 

Buford, GA 30519 

palécyberat!.net 
[TRICIA: Ko, they don’t generally put 
dates on yo-yos! Chris Cook has 
written a book about yo-yo collecting. 
Information on the book is reported 
above. ] 


BRIEFS 

@ Playmaxx is plannng to re-open 
its museum, the Pro-Yo Museum, over 
Labor Day Weekend, with a grand 
celebration thta will include 
contests, food and the introducton of 
new products. “We're getting sone 
beautiful display cases for the new 
museum, company president Tom Van Dan 
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Elzen said. “We have yoyos dating to 
the turn of the century. Featured yo- 
yos include a 1904 St. Louis World’s 
Fair yo-yo made out of cast iron, and 
an original 1920's Flores yo-yo as 
well as yo-yos from every manufacturer 
you could name--Alox, Whirl King, 
Royal. We have @ counter display 
including a Flores counter display, 
and lots of diffferent strings.” The 
museum and the yo-yo training center 
can be reached at 520-322-0100. 

¢ Yomega Corp. has made 
Advertising Age’s "1997 Marketing 100 
Report” for its innovative narketing 
strategies and successful advertising 
campaign. Joyce Amaral, VP-director 
of sales and marketing, was featured 
in the report, next to Jerry Seinfeld. 
Other winners included Marthe Stewart, 
Eddie Binder of Dunkin’ Donuts, 
Richard Dominick of “The Jerry 
Springer Show,’ and Warc Brown, author 
of the children’s book series 
featuring Arthur the Aardvark. 

@ We're number one! Yo-yos 
continue their rise in the world of 
commerce. They may be cool, but that 
hasn't stopped them from moving slowly 
up the charts on The Toy Book trade 


“WMagazine’s “What’s Hot!" department 


fron #14 in August, #10 in October and 
#11 in November, January and February, 
to #3 in Warch and #1 in April, May 
and June anong all “top-selling non- 
TY-promoted toys.” 

e Check out the July issue of 
Collectors’ Source magazine. It 
contains a story about collecting yo- 
yos. Try contacting the magazine at 
1809 Marcus Dr., Wodesto, CA 96355- 
2210, 209/521-1424. 

@ Rosemary Hallum writes that she 
saw the famous cellist Yo-Yo Wa on 
“Regis and Kathy Lee” in mid-June. 
“when Regis Philbin asked Yo-Yo how 
his life and career were going,” 
Rosemary writes, “Yo-Yo reapplied with 
a little smile, ’I have my ups and 
downs.’° 


AYYA NEWS 


by John Stangle, president 


Five Board Positions 
up for Re-Election 


The September issue of the AYYA 
Newsletter will include ballots for 


YO-YO VIDEOS 
“Dennis McBride's 
Introduction to Yo-Yo Play” 
New video featuring the classic tricks 
used in contests for more than 50 years. 
“String Tricks, (Vols. 1 & 2),” 

& “Gallery of Two-Handed Tricks” 
$25 each (plus $3 S&H per order). 
Send your check today to: 
Dennis McBride, P.O. Box 1500 
Solvang, CA 93464 
805/688-0301 


Noble Disk® 
The newsletter of yo-yoing in New England: 
but full of fun material for anyone from anywhere 
Yearly subscriptions: $10 in the U.S., $12 in the 
rest of N. America, $15 for the rest of the world 
ASCII edition on disk (3.5" or 5.25”), $5 + $1 S&H 
Noble Disk, 132 #11 Middle St. 
Portsmouth, NH 03801 
603/427-2473 


= CUSTOM HANDMADE 
WOODEN YO-YO EARRINGS.* 
All colors and designs. Pierced or 
clips. Make unique Christmas gifts! 
$10.00/pair (free S&H for Christmas!) 
Call Selma (707/528-9113) or 


E-mail: selma@sonic.net. 
*As wom by “Yo-di* 


Yo-Yo Times is an independent 
newsletter, published quarterly by: 
Creative Communications Inc., 

P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, VA 20172 
Phone: 703-715-6187 

E-mail: YoYoTime@aol.com 
http:/Avww.nmia.com/~whistler/ 
yytimes. html 


c.1998 by Creative Communications Inc. 
All rights reserved. For information on 


teproduction of any part of this issue, 
write to the address above. 


ISSN 0897-7704 
Editor in Chief & Publisher: 

Stuart F. Crump Jr. (Professor Yo-Yo) 
Editor: Jodi Crump (Yo-di) 
Managing Editor: Margaret P. Crump 
Subscriptions: $12/year (N. America) 
(U.S. dollars only) 

Foreign subscribers please add $4/yr S&H. 


YO-YO MUSEUM 


National Museum, Chico, Calif. 
Located inside the Bird in Hand Store 
320 Broadway, Chico, Calif. 
More than 1,000 yo-yos on display 
Open 10-5 Mon.-Sat., 11-4 Sun. 
Free admission 
For further information, 
call 916/893-0545 


. The Little Book of Yo-Yos 
by Professor Yo-Yo 

(AKA YYT editor Stuart Crump Jr.) 

Covers all the basics for beginners. 

Ask for it at your favorite bookstore, 

or by mail: 
$4.95 ($6.95 in Canada) plus $1 S&H 
Running Press 
125 South 22nd St.-YT 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-4399 


Yor) Times Web Pages 


http:/Avww.nmia.com/ 
~whistler/yytimes.html 
—_—O— 


http://users.aol.com/yoyotime ~ 


YO EXCHANGE 
The cost for an ad is 10 cents per 
word, with a minimum charge of $2.50. 
Yo-Yo Times assumes no 
responsibility or liabilities for any 
Claims contained in any ad. 


YO-YO FINGER SAVER. Keeps the string 
from cutting into your yo-yo finger. 
Retail price, $2.00 (+ sales tax in 
Texas) plus $.75 postage and handling. 
Wholesale prices for {00 or more 
units. Lee's FootCare Products, 
Longview Mall, 3500 McCann Rd., 
Longview, TX 75605, 903/234-1604, 
GREAT YO-YO COLLECTIBLE! Color copy 
of 1931 novelty song sheet music 
cover, "Oh! Ho! Yo-Yo! ("The New 
King of Play in Music Form’) 8 
t/axtt.” Ideal for framing! $15 
postpaid. Also, yo-yos for trade. 
Bill Caswell, 1512 Cherokee P1., 
Bartlesville, OK 74003, 918/336-5130. 
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High Performance phen 
« Finest Hardwoods: Teak, Mahogany, Oak 
Light to Super-Heavyweight Midi $20 
° First Choice of World Champ aia oa enge 
Bunny Martin ParpleHeart, Zebrano 
E Super Heavy- 
Wooden Monarch Yo-Yos Satina, Pao Ferre, 
P.O. Box 23404 Cocobolo - 525 : 
Santa Barbara, CA 93121 Boatiy oe gs Tulip 
Call: (805) 966-4270 or email: Indian Pennies or Lib 


OTE 
More complete brochure available. 


The Klutz Yo-Yo Book 
. tpdated edition of the classic 
rin rte tricks and yo-yo history, 
‘at packaged with a very Cool screw- 
apart yo-yo. The result fs nothing 
A tess than the ultimate guide to 
A America's most enduring fad. 
fd Available In book, gift and toy 
RAO stores nationwide. To place an 
order, or request 8 catalogue, 
call 800/558-8944. 


Short Wood List: 


Superlative Handmade 
Yo-Yos 
Native & Exotic Woods 


Send For Your Free 
Color Catalogue 


ken picou design in wood 
montwiew 
+ austin, te 76756 


YO-TOPIA, THE BEST PLACE in the world 
to yo-yo! We have Duncan, Russell, 
Tom Kuhn, What’s Next, Yomega, Oliver 
Toys, strings, shirts, and videos. 
Cone visit the Island of YO-topia on 
the World Wide Web at 

wew.sonic.net/ yotopia or call Pookie- 
Yo at 707/542-YOYO (9696) for more 
information. 

WANTED: DUNCAN AND ROYAL decal 
yo-yos, Flores and tin yo-yos, Cheerio 
and Goody jewels. Also, Goody Atonic 
and Comet Filipino Twirlers. Will buy 
or trade. Johnny Tillotson, 17530 
Yentura Blvd., Suite 108, Encino, CA 
91316, 1-800-YO-BUDDY. 

LAUGH-MAKERS WAGAZINE for kid-show- and 
family audience entertainers. 50 big 
pages each issue covering balloons, 
clowning, magic, ventriloquism, 
puppetry, comedy props, juggling, 
business ideas, more! $21/year (6 
issues}; outside USA, $27. P.0. Box 
160-YT, Syracuse, NY 13215. 


the board of directors election for 
1999, This year there are five 
positions to be voted on. John 
Stangle will not be running for 
re-election. Lucky Weisenheimer, Dick 
Stohr, Chuck Short and Bill 
deBoisblanc are running for 
re-election. 

Anyone interested in running for 
election should submit their biography 
to Chuck Short (or any of the board 
members) no later than Aug. 20 for 
inclusion in the September AYYA 
Newsletter. 

Because John Stangle is not 
running for re-election, the newly 


elected board will have to elect a new: 


AYYA President as their first duties 
in January 1998, Please keep that in 
tind. To be elected president of the 
AYYA, you must have previously served 
on the AYYA board of directors. 


AYYA Logo Store 

The AYYA has licensed Wr. Bill 
Mahan (dba: ATW Enterprises) of 
Lexington, Kentucky, to provide 
official AYYA clothing via the AYYA 
web site. You can vigit the AYYA web 
site at www.AYYA.pd.net to see 
graphics of the products offered, - 

The AYYA logo is applied to the 
products using a unique sculpturing 
system, coupled with stone washing, 
resulting in a subtle tone-on-tone 
coloration with incredible character. 
The extraordinary look is permanent in 
construction and timeless in appeal. 

Items included in the store are 
denin jackets (children’s sizes also), 
hooded fleece and denim jackets, suede 
sleeve and collar denim jackets, 
denin-lined baseball jackets, denin 
shirts, denim vests, suede baseball 
jackets, varsity jackets, denim and 
leather jackets or vests, denin caps, 
fanny packs and much more. 

Mr. Mahan will donate 10% of each 
sale to the AYYA. You can contact ATW 
Enterprises at 888/SAY-YOYO 
(729-9696). 


Membership Patches 
The AYYA has just received its 
second batch of AYYA membership 
patches. The artwork is the same but 
the patch now has a fine white 
boarder around the outside edge. 


To purchase additional patches, 
send a $5.00 check or money order made 
out to the AYYA (includes shipping and 
hand}ing in US) to: AYYA, c/o John 
Stangle, 634 Echo Lake Way, Santa 
Rosa, CA 95401. Please include a note 
with your shipping address and the 
quantity of patches you would like. 

These patches can only be shipped 
to active members of the AYYA. 


AYYA Display at IJA 

The AYYA will set up another 
exhibit at the [JA History Lounge in 
Primm, Nev., during the annual IJA 
Festival. Anyone interested in 
providing any displays, photos, yo-yos 
or other items that may be of interest 
should contact John Stangle at 
707/542-YOYO (9696). 


Collectors Note 

What's Next Wanufacturing 
accidentally released some of the 
painted Tom Kuhn Ho-Jives and Duncan 
Tournaments (What's Next makes the 
wood Tournaments for the Duncan Toy 
Company) missing the accent Air Brush 
Stripe. Because this was an error and 
has deen-corrected, we now. consider 
these stripe-less models to be 
somewhat collectible. 


1898 Dues Past Due 

In February the AYYA sent out 
reminder cards to anyone whose dues 
were due for 1998. We received a 
great amount of renewals since then. 
Thanks for your support. If you did 
receive a reminder card, be sure to 
send in your dues prior to September 
so that you can be included in the 
AYYA September newsletter mailing and 
remain eligible for upcoming voting 
and elections. 

If you are unsure of when your 
dues were/are due, please contact John 
Stangle at 707-542-YOYO (9696). 


AYYA Web Site 
(www AYYA.pd.net} 

The AYYA web site is up and 
Tunning. fFredd Culbertson is the AYYA 
wed master and is doing a great job 
keeping everything up to date. 

If you are an active member of the 
AYYA and would like to have your 
e-mail or yo-yo web page URL listed, 
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please e-mail your request to Fredd at 
fredd@sonic.net. 

Your request will be reviewed and, 
if approved, will be posted. If you 
have any questions about the policies 
and procedures for the AYYA web site, 
click on the link for Policies and 
Procedures on our home page for more 
information. 


Membership Status 

The yo-yo craze is on! We can 
tell because before the recent boon, 
we were adding 4 to 5 new members each 
month, and now we are adding 15-30 per 
month. 

The AYYA now has the following 
approximate number of members: 

Active (dues paid for 1998) members, 
234; inactive members, 219; 
associate members, 22. 

If you are one of the 
“jnactivemembers,” please submit your 
dues as soon as possible so that you 
can be included in the upcoming 
elections, newsletter and other 
mailings. If you are an associate 
member and would like to upgrade your 
membership, send your dues to: AYYA, 
627- 183rd Street South, Spanaway, WA 
98387, or call John Stangle at 
707/542-YOYO (9696). 


Yo-Yo Pros Needed 

The AYYA gets calls every week 
fron toy stores, television stations, 
event promoters and many others 
looking for professional yo-yo 
demonstrators. To respond to the 
requests we review the AYYA Roster for 
members that have listed themselves as 
“Pro” and pass on their information. 

If you have been paid for doing 
demonstrations and would like to 
revise your membership status, please 
contact John Stangle at 707/542-Y0Y0 
(9696) so that a change can be made to 
the roster. 


To Join the AYYA... 
+8 Membership application is 
available from the AYYA, 627 163rd St. 
South, Spanaway, WA 98387. Your annual 
dues of $20 includes a subscription to 

Yo-Yo Times plus the AYYA’s 
twice-yearly newsletter. The AYYA web 
address is: http://ayya.pd.net, or 
you may e-mail John Stangle at 


yotopia@sonic.net or call him at 707- 
542-YOYO. Web: ayya.pd.net 


YYT Subscriptions 
If you have been missed or you 
think your expiration date is 
incorrect, contact Yo-Yo Tines 
directly, and they will make any 
justified corrections. By phone: 
103/715-6187 (leave a complete 
message}. Email: yoyot ime@aol.com. 


Prez Stangle Retires 

AYYA President John Stangle 
writes: “I have decided not to run 
for re-election to the AYYA board of 
directors. I have enjoyed my chance 
to help the AYYA grow as it has in the 
last few years but think it is time to 
allow another person to take on the 
challenge. 

“Twill not disappear and will 
always be available for help when 
asked. Thank you for your support and 

_Towish the new board in January #999 
the best of luck.” 


COLLECTING 

Collecting Catalag 

To receive a catalog of the latest 
and hottest collectible yo-yos, 
contact With Best Wishes, 250 Thompson 
Blyd., Buffalo Grove, IL 60089. 
Enclose a long, self-addressed, 
stamped envelope. 


Filipino Memories 

I assume you know quite a lot of 
yo-yo history and was wondering if 
you could give me some information. 

In 1927, when I was 7 years old, 
we were evacuated from south China due 
to internal wars and sent to the 
Philippines. 

There, my mother bought me a 
Filipino yo-yo, which I never learned 
how to use, but I remember its 
physical characteristics. It was made 
of a yellow- or brownish-colored wood 
and the halves were quite thin. 

If I remember correctly, the 
string was fastened to the axle, not 
with a loop as in the modern yo-yo. 

Of course, you couldn't sleep such 
a yo-yo. 

At the finger of the string there 
was a little cloth loop to put your 


finger through. 

Also, as I recollect, the string 
was like regular sewing thread, not 
quite as heavy as the modern strings. 

Do you know when yo-yos were first 


made with a loop around the axle? I'm - 


sure the Greek yo-yos and Napoleon’s 
yo-yos didn’t have loops! I guess 
they just threw them up and down. 

I wonder if you have ever heard of 
such a yo-yo, and when did they start 
putting loops around the axle, 
enabling them to sleep? 

Stan Kellogg 

ETCL20A@prodigy. com 
(STAN-- Keep those memories coning! 
We don’t know anything about your 
early yo-yo, nor do we know who 
invented the slipstring yo-yo. Are 
there any old timers still around who 
night know?] 


SCIENCE OF YO 
Yo-Yo Physics 


Dave Martin (email address 
dim@aixt.ucok.edu), @ professor of 
physics at the University of Central 
Oklahoma, writes in response to a 
letter in our jast issue from Michael 
Koehler regarding his Science Fair 
project: 

"I started using yo-yos to 
motivate discussions about rotation in 
general physics classes about 5 years 
ago. 

“To keep the students from getting 
bored, I told them to buy yo-yos and 
learn the tricks for a s#al] amount of 
extra credit. 

"I still give the same anount of 
extra credit, but the ‘students with 
yo-yos thing’ snowballed to the extent 
that we are forming a yo-yo club, 
"Yo-Yo Mania’. 

“T have been searching, hunting 
and conniving yo-yo-oriented physics 
problems for quite a while now. 
Anyway, 1 thought I knew enough about 
Michaels Science Fair topic to 
respond, 

“I hope that I was in time and 
that the explanation was edequate for 
Michael’s purposes. 

“Unfortunately, I didn’t save the 
message | sent to Wichael. Perhaps he 
can send it to you if he saved it.” 
dim@aixt.ucok.edu (Dave Martin) 

Michael's mother, Catherine, 
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replied to Dave: 

“Dear Mr. Martin: Thank you for 
writing. I usually check the e-mail 
late in the evening so Michael has 
already gone to bed. I have made a 
copy of your two letters to show hin 
in the morning. 

“as it turns out, Michael was 
attending the Regional Science Fair on 
March 25, the same day as your last 
letter. He placed first. His project 
was incredible and received a lot of 
attention. 

“aS a sixth grader, he will not go 
on to the state competition. Only the 
seventh graders and up attend the 
state competition but he may try and 
expand on this project for next year. 

“He demonstrated the basics of 
kinetic and potential energy as well 
as the friction you had mentioned. He 
also demonstrated gyroscopic 
stability, centrifugal force, and 
momentum. 

“We had researched torque and - 
precession, but they were a little 
over his head so any help you could 
give hin in that direction I know he 
would appreciate. 

“we learned the tricks first and 
then tried to explain the reasons they 
work. Several teachers at the fair 
were very interested, so we may have 
started a boom down here! 

“IT was not aware that Michael had 
sent anything to the Yo-Yo Times 
recently. Was his question on the net 
or was it in the publication? 1 know 
he would be thrilled to know if it was 
in print. ([€ditor’s note: It was in 
the printed edition. Unfortunately, 
all our copies of that issue are 
gone. ] 

“Thanks from his Mom for taking an 
interest in helping him with his 
project.’ It was signed, Catherine 
Koehler (koehler@tecinfo. con) 

In a follow-up message, she wrote 
to YYT: ‘There are now no less than 
20 kids in his class and a few third 
graders that have taken up the ‘sport’ 
since Michael began Yo-ing at school. 
He is a Pied Piper of sorts! 

“Thanks for taking the interest in 
Wichael’s project. We have had such a 
positive response fron yo-ers., Yo-ers 
are a wonderful bunch of folks and 
$0000 generous with their help. I an 
glad Michael is a part of it.* 
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